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NOTICES OF BOOKS. 
An Historical Sketch of the Predecessors of our Mounted Infantry: Horse 

By 31ajor H. G. 

In this handy little brochure hlajor Purdon has collected and collated 3 
number of passages from the works of writers, ancient and modern, bearing 
on his subject, beginning with a- quotation from Xenophon, which seems to 
show that horse-archers mere employed by the Greeks of his time RS 

cavalry scouts and advanced guards, and ending with the erudite examples 
culled from the pages of Oman, Firth, and other modern esponents cf 
medirrval military methods, He cites the example of the legions of 
Crassus, overwhelmed by the arrows of the Parthian horsemen, in exactly 
rhe same fashion as, 2,000 years later, the Zulu and Matabele impis were 
discomfited and dispersed by the bullets of the mounted Boers. " But 
the disaster sustained by Crassus," he says, " was only one of many, in 

.which the armies of the West were overwhelmed by the horse-archers 
of the East." But the Parthian, Turliish, and Tartar  bowmen were 
cavalry soldiers who never descended or condescended to fight on foot ; 
whereas the hlounted Archer or Arquebusier of the \\'est was essentially 
a foot-soldier, who only used his horse to enable him to keep up with 
the cavalry or to carry him speedily to the scene of action. 

The descendants of the horsemen of Changhiz Khan continued ro 
use the bow, until the annexation of the Crimea by the Russians put 
a n  end to  their activity and their archery; and during the wars of the 
18th century many weird encounters took place between Russian Dragoons, 
who dismounted to  use their muskets, and Tartar  horsemen, who dis- 
cHarged their arrows from the saddle. The  use of Horse-Archers in 
European war  was, perhaps, due to experience gained in  the Crusades. 
for the first instance of their employment given by our author refers 
tc a n  engagement in Xormandy, in the reign of Ring Henry 1st; 
Mounted Archers were generally cross-bowmen, and the cross-bow was 
occasionally discharged from the saddle : but the English long-bow could 
not be used on horseback, and English archers only used their ponies 
as hacks, as described by Sir Walter Scott in  the case of Lord Marmion's 
archer-train. Can  the term hacltney, or hack, have any connection witl: 
the " hackbut," which was the weapon of the Mounted Arquebusier of 
the English armies of the 16th century? T h e  first chapter o f  
Major Purdon's boolilet treats of the Horse-Archer, and gives many details 
of his pay, equipment, etc.; the second chapter deals in similar fashion 
with his successor, the Horse-Arquebusier. The invention of the hand- 
gun for a time paralyzed the shock action of cavalry, and strenuous efforts 
were made by the tacticians of the time to recover for the cavalry the 
supremacy which had been wrested from them by the fire-action of the 
infantry. Major Purdon quotes a passage from hfonluc, decrying fire- 
arms a s  a n  invention of the Evil One;  an opinion paralleled by hiilton's 
ascription of the invention of artillery to Satanic agency, in Purudise 
Lost. The  attempt to substitute fire tactics for shock tactics in the mounted 
arms, of which the most successful example was seen in the German 
Schmarz Reiters, did not stand the test of esperience, and recourse was 
had to reinforcing the action of the cavalry by mounted musketeers, who 
constituted a kind of hybrid force between cavalry and infantry. The 
tradition of the Mounted Arquebusier survived until late in the 

Archers, fifounted Arquebuslers, and Dragoons, 
Purdon. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
Su

ss
ex

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 0
3:

26
 0

3 
N

ov
em

be
r 

20
14

 



NOTICES OF BOOKS (SEPT., 1912 I354 

18th century in the two companies of Mousquetaires du Koi in the 
French King’s hIaison du Koi, or Household Brigade, the Jiousquetaires 
Gris, and the Jlousquetaires Noirs, so called from the colour of their 
horses. They were trained to fight both on foot and on horsebacli, and 
carried a Standard and a Colour; \.\hen they paraded a s  a squadron the 
Standard was borne on the right of the Colour; \\.hen as a battalion the 
Colour took precedence of the Standard. By the middle of the 16th 
century the Turkish horsemen had exchanged the bow for the musket. 
but they adhered to their old system of tactics, and always fired from 
the saddle. We find in the five corps or regiments of cavalry maintained 
by the Turks  in Egypt, one called the Tufangchis or Musketeers. But 
when they wanted to transport infantry quickly to the scene of 
action they mounted their Janissaries ctt croufic behind their Sipahis, 
and so carried them rapidly to the front to forestall the German or 
Russian Dragoons. T o  this day the Persian, Turcoman, Circassian, and 
Moorish horsemen prefer fire to shock tactics and fire from the saddle. 
making, as a rule, very bad practice. 

English military writers of the 16th century describe the Mounted 
Arquebusier or musketeer by the term ‘‘ Shot on horseback,” but by the 
commencement of the I;th century he had assumed the appellation 
of Dragoon. The most probable derivation of this term is from the 
fancied resemblance of the hfountcd Musketeer to the swift and fire- 
breathing fabulous monster of legendary lore; however, it appears from 
passages quoted by Major Purdon that there was a fire-arm called a 
“ Dragon,” probably from the muzzle being ornamented with the repre- 
sentation of a dragon’s head, a form of decoration often to  be seen.in 
old pieces of ordnance; and it i s  suggested that the title of Dragooner, 
or Drqgoon, like that of hluslieteer and Fusilier, might be derived from 
the piece with which the soldier was armed. The  utility of the Dragoon 
was soon established: when Louis SIV. mounted the French throne his 
army boasted of one single regiment of Dragoons; a t  the conclusion of 
his reign there were 40. 

During the 17th and 18th centuries armies were reckoned to consist of 
Horse, Foot, and Dragoons ; the Artillery and Engineers were considered as 
auxiliary services, like the military train nowadays. The  Dragoons were 
mounted infantry ; they were armed and equipped like infantry, carried 
guidons instead of standards, and drums instead of trumpets; they were the 
first troops to be armed with, firelocks, as the furniture of the matchlock was 
inconvenient for a mounted m a n ;  they were also the first troops to be 
armed with bayonets, which enabled them to dispense with the pikes 
which a certain proportion of them a t  first carried. Major Purdon has 
given many instances of the advantageous employment of Dragoons, to  
which the following may be added :The  forced march of Pappenheim’s Horse 
and Dragoons from Halle to the battlefield of 1-utzen saved the Imperialist 
Army from defeat; his infantry did not arrive on the field until the next 
morning. At the second battle of hlohacz, Prince Eugene’s regiment of Dra- 
goons dismounted and stormed the Turkish entrenchments, then levelled the 
parapet, and remounted and rode over it to pursue the flying enemy. On 
the eve of the battle of Pultowa, Charles XII. sent his Dragoons, under 
Colonel Creutz, to make a wide dCtour and to fall on the rear of the 
Russians the nest day, but by ill fortune Creutz mistook his way, and 
never arrived on the field. 

The  transformation of Dragoons into Cavalry pure and simple took 
place gradually during the first half of the 18th century, and is easily 
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XOTICES OF BOOKS 1355 SEPT., 19121 

accounted for. Armies n-ere in those days changed from a peace to a 
war footing by raising new regiments on the outbreak of a war. This 
was comparatively easy n i th  the infantry arm,  but it took a long time 
to  form and train cavalry. It was much easier to convert existing regi- 
ments of Dragoons into Horse, than to improvise fresh regiments. And 
this tendency was aided by the natural desire of the Dragoon to  attain 
to the superior rdle and the greater prestige of the cavalry arm. Frederick 
the Great, who declared that the spur was the proper weapon whwewith 
the horseman should combat the firearm of the foot-soldier, and who 
sorely needed cavalry to encounter the swarms of Austrian Croats and  
Russian Cossacks, used his Dragoons entirely as cavalry. The  war of the 
Austrian Succession introduced the use of light infantry and light dragoons 
into the nrniies of Europe, and the French Royal Army was furnished 
with several light corps called Legions,” composed of a squadron of 
dragoons and n battalion of infantry. Major Purdon’s seventh chapter 
deals with mounted infantry in the American War of Independence, in 
\r-hich hc relates the exploits of a similar Legion of American Loyalists, 
raised and conimanded by the dashing partisan reader Colonel Tarleton. 
This  Legion included both cavalry and infantry, like our Indian regiment 
of Guides ; and bodies of mounted infantry were also frequently formed 
during the \var from the soldiers of British regiments of Foot, and 
rendered good service. 

Major Purdon has appended notes on the Russian Dragoons of Peter 
the Great, and on those of Xapoleon. The  latter wished to  restore the old 
rdle of the Dragoon, and had his thirty regiments of that arm equipped \vith 
musket and bayonet and trained to fight on foot as well as on horseback. 
Each regiment had a cotitpagtzie d’dite,  wearing a bearskin grenadier cap 
instead of the usual brass helmet. The  Dragoons resented this transforma- 
tion into mounted infantry, and the officers complained that they had to 
teach their men in the morning that good cavalry, well led, could break 
a n y  infantry, and in the evening that good infantry, properly handled, 
need have no fear of any cavalry. These Dragoons did not distinguish 
themselves in the campaigns in Germany, and were afterwards all sent 
into Spain, where they rendered good service against the guerilla bands. 

One of the mounted corps of the Russian Imperial Guard was a 
regiment of Dragoon Grenadiers, which had a peculiar equipment, and 
was trained to fight both on foot and on horseback. The  uniform was 
dark green with crimson facings and plastron, over which white cross- 
belts were worn, and the sheath of the bayonet was attached to  the scab- 
bard of the cavalry sabre. T h c  headdress mas a helmet with a crest of 
bearskin crossing it transversely from ear to ear. 

After the experience of the Turkish War of 1877, all the regiments 
of the Russian cavalry of the line were converted into Dragoons, and 
armed with the long rifle and bayonet. T h e  experience of the Boer War 
seems to have had a similar effect on the authorities a t  our own War 
Office, for after that war  all our cavalry regiments were armed with 
the rifle. But the advocates of shock tactics a r e  still numerous and 
influential, and men’s minds are more powerfully swayed by sentiment 
than bx esperience and expediency. The Russian cavalry officers did not 
like being assigned the r6Zc of mounted riflemen, and the regiments con- 
verted into Dragoons 30 years ago have been recently re-converted into 
Lancers and Hussars. 

Past experience seems to show that there is a n  inevitable tendency i n  
regular bodies of mounted infantry to assimilate themselves to, and finally 
to develop into, cabalry. 
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I356 IMPORTANT NAVAL AND MILITARY LITERATURE 

Major Purdon has  done good service to military history in tracing 
this development, and in giving a detailed account of the employment and 
conditions of service of the various kinds of mounted infantry in the feudal 
levies and standing armies of medizeval and modern Europe. WVC hope 
soon to see a second edition of this book, in which the many additional 
notes scattered throughout its pages, and appended a t  the end of it, 111nj- 
be incorporated in the text. 

F.1I.T. 

IMPORTANT NAVAL AND MILITARY LITERATURE. 

NAVAL. 

[A selected list of books addcd to the Admiralty Library during Arcgust, 
1912. Supplied by courtesy of tlte Admiralty Librarintt.] 

TIIE NAVAL hIIScELLah-Y. Edited by Sir John Knos  Laughton) R.N, 

A NEW SYSTEM FOR PREVENTIXG COLLISIONS AT SEA. By Sir FIiram 

T i I E  SHIP CAPTAIN’S hlEDICAL GUIDE. Edited by Charles Burland. 

Vol. ii. (Navy Records Society, rol. sl.). London, rg11. 

S. hfaxim. London, 1912. 

Issued by the Board of Trade. London, rgiz. 

Yeoman of Signals, R.N. London, 1912. 
By 

Professor F. Rausenberger. Specially printed from Artilleristische Afottat- 
scheffe. Translated by Alfred Slater. London, rgog. 

By Erasmus h1. Weaver, Brigadier 
General, U.S. Army. 3rd edition. New York, 1912. 

By 
E. H. Cunningham Craig. 

By command of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. London, 1911. 
STATION AND FIRE BILL FOR HIS ~IAJESTT’S SIIIPS. London, 1911. 
PORTABLE WIRELESS TELEGRAPH STATIOSS. hlarconi’s Wireless Tele- 

T O  INDIA WITiI THE ICING AND QUEEK, 1911-1912. By A. w. Furness, 

TIIE THEORY OF TIIE RECOIL OF G u m  WITH RECOIL CYLINDERS. 

NOTES ON ~IILITARY EXPLOSIVES. 

OIL FINDING : a n  introduction to the geological study of petroleum. 
London, 1912. 

HAKDUOOI; FOR HOTCIIKISS 6-PR. AND 3-PR. QUICK-FIRING GUNS. 1912. 

graph Co., Ltd. London, 1912. 

(Torres Strait to Cape hlorcton). Recommendations as to existing lights 
and additional lights. June, 1912. By Commander C. R. 11’. Brewis, 
R.N. Published by the Department of Trade and Customs, Common- 
wealth of Australia. XIelbourne, 1912. 

APRIL 29~11, 1911 (Easter date). Solar Eclipse Committee. London, 1912. 

190s. n.p., n.d. 

C.ITIOS. I<Er.vIscRovE hfusEusr, 1912. Glasgow, 1912. 

REPORT ON THE LIGIITIXG OF THE XOIVZH-EAST COAST OF AUSTIULIA 

REPORT OF TIIE SOLAR ECLIPSE EXPEDITION TO VAVAU, TOSGA ISL?\NDS, 

REVIEW OF NORWEGIAN FISIIERY A K D  hfARIh-E INVESTIGATIONS, 1900- 

DESCRIP~IVE CATALOGUE, CENTENARY EXIIIBITION, BRITISH STEM NAVI- 
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